
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4886 April 29, 2009 
businesses. To give all children a 
healthy start on life, she further pro-
posed providing health insurance to 
every uninsured child from birth to age 
five. 

Governor Sebelius set up counseling 
programs as well to help senior citizens 
navigate the complexities of the Medi-
care prescription drug benefit plan and 
choose the best plan for their needs. 
She also established a multistake-
holder group of business leaders, con-
sumer groups, health care providers 
and private insurers to make rec-
ommendations on modernizing the 
health system, promoting coordination 
and consistency of care and reducing 
administrative burdens on patients and 
providers alike. 

Through this broad consultative 
process, Governor Sebelius created a 
public-private partnership to build and 
install nationally-recognized health in-
formation technology systems, and she 
pioneered the Kansas ‘‘smart card’’ the 
first health insurance ID card to imple-
ment state-wide standards. 

Achievements such as these have 
brought wide accolades. Governor mag-
azine named her as one of its Public Of-
ficials of the Year when she served as 
Kansas insurance commissioner in 2001. 
Time magazine named her one of the 
Nation’s top five Governors in 2005. Her 
nomination is supported by the Amer-
ican Medical Association, the AFL– 
CIO, and scores of other stakeholders. 
As Warren Buffet said, ‘‘With this ap-
pointment, the President just hit one 
out of the park.’’ 

I thank my Senate colleagues for 
confirming Governor Sebelius’ nomina-
tion as Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and I look 
forward to working with her in the 
months ahead to achieve real health 
reform for the American people this 
year at long last.∑ 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 27 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 

would like to take a moment to recog-
nize the achievements of American Le-
gion Post 27 out of Muscatine, IA. This 
group hosted its first World War II 
Honor Tour in Washington, DC, in Oc-
tober 2008, sponsoring 30 World War II 
veterans from the Muscatine area. The 
local community raised funds by hold-
ing yard sales, dances, and tour-
naments, and also by asking help from 
local businesses and friends. The vet-
erans attending the tour were accom-
panied by family members and volun-
teers who donated their time and 
money to come along on the trip. While 
in DC, the group visited several histor-
ical sites including the World War II 
Memorial and Arlington National Cem-
etery. I am very proud to represent 
these honorable veterans and ask unan-
imous consent that an article written 
about their time in Washington by Me-
lissa Regennitter of the Muscatine 
Journal be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Muscatine Journal] 
(By Melissa Regennitter) 

MUSCATINE, IOWA.—A trip to Washington 
D.C. became a memorable experience for 30 
World War II veterans who had the chance to 
share memories and make new ones with old 
friends. Many people made new friends along 
the journey as well. 

Muscatine hosted its first WWII Honor 
Tour in October after much hard work and 
dedication from area volunteers who raised 
more than $35,000 to give the vets an all-in-
clusive tour of D.C. and Virginia memorials. 
That trip included a visit to their memorial, 
the World War II Memorial in D.C.—situated 
between Lincoln Memorial and the Wash-
ington Memorial. The trip came about after 
Pam Ramer, former president of the Amer-
ican Legion Post 27 Auxiliary heard a heart-
warming story about an Honor Tour her 
uncle Jim Marshall, 82, a former Navy radio 
operator from Mount Pleasant, had done. His 
wife Pauline helped him out and their tour 
took place in April. 

Marshall had already taken the trip, com-
plete with meals, bus tour, hotel and flight, 
so Ramer looked to him to get things in 
order. He had told her of the emotional jour-
ney it had been, how the vets were treated 
with dignity, cheers and handshakes, and 
how much it seemed to mean to them to go 
on a trip they otherwise may never have 
taken. By June Ramer had set her mind to 
the goal and knew it would be about $1,100 
per person. Though it felt like an impossible 
target, fundraising and a town with a love 
for its veterans made the elaborate scheme 
possible. 

Fundraisers galore! Post 27 held a yard 
sale, 1950s–60s dance, car show, volleyball 
and golf tournaments, dinners and silent 
auctions. Business in town took part, offer-
ing a place to hold the events, donations and 
prizes. Senators, corporations and school 
kids who collected change donated money 
and were recognized on the ‘‘flag of honor’’ 
wall at the Legion. A woman even gave a 
house full of furniture to auction off and a 
local auctioneer volunteered his time to help 
sell it. 

Everyone involved contacted businesses 
and business associates to ask for support. 
The reception from the community was re-
markable as the word spread; the goal was 
met a few weeks before the send-off cere-
mony was held. 

AirTran Airways went out of their way to 
make scheduling accommodations for the 48 
people who went; 30 veterans and 18 family 
members and helpers. The pilots were as 
happy to have the vets on the plane as the 
vets were to be going to D.C. When the plane 
landed at the Ronald Reagan Washington 
National Airport, fire trucks sprayed the air-
craft down as it taxied in. The captain said 
it was a high honor and a way to show appre-
ciation for the vets. 

Many monuments. The group arrived on 
Thursday, Oct. 2, to a Tysons Corner Marriot 
in Northern Virginia. The weekend was 
packed with visits to historical sites includ-
ing The World War II, Jefferson, Lincoln, 
Vietnam, Marine Corps and Korean memo-
rials as well as Air Force and Navy memo-
rials and museums. They also went to Ar-
lington National Cemetery, the Pentagon, 
Mt. Vernon and the estate of George Wash-
ington, the U.S. Capitol, the White House 
and downtown D.C. where they shopped for 
souvenirs and saw Ford’s Theater where Abe 
Lincoln was shot and the home he died in. 

At Arlington, a visit to the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier brought tears to the eyes 
of many and honor to all as a group of the 
Muscatine-area veterans were allowed to 
participate in a wreath-laying ceremony. 

The veterans were treated to fine dining 
where they enjoyed extravagant meals and 

desserts which were all a part of the tour 
package. A helping hand. Along with the 29 
men and one woman veteran were 10 family 
members who paid their own way to take the 
trip. In addition to those people, eight volun-
teers paid their own way so they could be 
there to push wheelchairs, lend a hand to 
those who might need it, keep things orga-
nized and even make the veterans laugh. 
What ended up happening was a new found 
sense of honor for those who had served. The 
helpers were at times more emotional than 
the veterans and bonds grew that no one 
really expected. All of the helpers say that 
they came home with new friends and made 
memories they’ll never forget. 
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IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and 
touching. While energy prices have 
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns 
expressed remain very relevant. To re-
spect the efforts of those who took the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, I 
am submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through an address set up specifically 
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Saying that ‘‘The continual increase in the 
cost of fuel is affecting Idahoans’’ is a major 
understatement. I, my friends, my family, 
and a large number of my co-workers have 
already cancelled a number summer activi-
ties and vacations here in Idaho due to the 
price increases. All fuel consumption has 
been whittled down to just bare necessities 
such as only driving to work, school, and to 
purchase groceries. And because of the gas 
prices, all store products have increased tre-
mendously. My family pays approximately 
$50 to $60 more each week for our basic rou-
tine groceries. 

I recently found out that my husband and 
I did not draw on the hunts we put in for this 
year. And, instead of being disappointed, we 
were somewhat relieved because of the 
money that we would have had to spend in 
order to hunt. We sold our snowmobiles this 
spring because of the money it would take us 
in the future to trailer them and keep them 
operational. I am considering selling my 
horse trailer because I cannot afford to trail-
er my horse anywhere. People are trying to 
unload their horses and stock because the 
price of hay has literally doubled and they 
cannot afford to feed their animals. Finding 
hay is a chore in itself because the majority 
of it is being purchased and transferred out 
of state. All outdoor activities have come to 
a screeching halt. And not only for my fam-
ily but for many, many others. 

Half of the raise I received at work this 
past year went to the increase in bus trans-
portation to work; the other half went to the 
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